Case Study 2 –
You completed an assignment which asked you to answer the question: Who am I? Now that you have some answers and they are ranked answer the both of following questions:

1. Pick ONE of your top five identities. Imagine that something has happened which has changed this identity – for example, if one of your top identities was “Athlete” and you got into a serious accident which now prevents you from being an athlete – how would you feel? Do you think that you would still identify in this way? Why or why not? Is this an identity that you would work towards again even though it may mean great personal sacrifice (time, effort, other resources)?

2. Pick ONE of your bottom five identities. Imagine that you are now classified solely as this identity and that it is a negative to be associated with this group – for example, if one of your bottom identities was “male” you are now seen only as a male and nothing you could do would change the public view of you, and you are now harassed and criticized for being a ‘male’ – how would you feel? Do you think that you would still identify in this way? Why or why not? To what extent would you work to change this identity, even though it may mean personal sacrifice (happiness, resources, time etc.)?

Answers should be no longer than 1-2 paragraphs for each question. Make sure to attach the second Identity worksheet, as well as to identify what identity is being used for each question. You cannot use the same identity for both questions. Please take your time and think about your answers. Answers will be graded upon clarity, originality, and the ability of the author to concisely and concretely interpret the situation. The assignment is due on Thursday, October 1st (one week from today, Thursday, September 24, 2009).

