Developmental Psychology – Development Across the Lifespan

Spring 2010
Course Information

Developmental Psychology – Development Across the Lifespan (400.120.01)
MWF 12:00 PM. CBB 320
Course URL www.psychhome.weebly.com
Professor Contact Information

Zeb Gibb, M.A.
 Preferred Email: zgibb82@gmail.com             Secondary Email: zgibb82@uni.edu
Phone Number: 970-458-5798
Office Hours – Baker 442
My office hours will be held Tuesday and Thursday from 10 - 12. If this time does not work for you, please contact me to make arrangements for a different time. If you are having problems with this course, please do not hesitate to set up an office visit with me as there is no way that I can help you if you do not let me know.
Course Pre-requisites
Introduction to Psychology 400:001
Course Description
This course is an introduction to the theoretical concepts and methodological approaches that exist in the field of developmental psychology. The course will examine human development from conception through late adulthood and death. Students will learn about the developmental sequence as well as the underlying processes in the following domains: physical, cognitive, emotional and social. In addition, the course will assess the effects of context on developmental processes.
Required Textbooks and Materials
The Developing Person: Through the Lifespan, 7th Ed. K. S. Berger with PsychPortal Card OR
The Developing Person: Through the Lifespan 7th Ed. Electronic Version

Recommended Texts and Materials

Writing Papers in Psychology, any edition 2001 or later, R. Rosnow & M. Rosnow

APA Style Guide 5th Edition (or later)

Assignments & Academic Calendar

Tests
Four tests will be given throughout the semester. These tests are non-cumulative section tests. The lowest score of the four section tests will be dropped, however, I will not drop a zero grade. There will be no make-up exams given unless there are extreme circumstances. 
A short (two to five page) paper will be accepted for one test only. This paper should be typed, double spaced, and is due two (2) class periods after the date of the missed test. This paper should be a comprehensive review of the chapters in the section that the missed test was on. No late papers will be accepted. More details about the assignment can be requested from me via email or office hours.
Quizzes
There may be approximately 10 daily quizzes given throughout the semester. These will be unannounced quizzes over the information presented in class that day/week. These quizzes cannot be made up for any reason.
Case Studies / Homework
For each section/chapter, a specific case study will be assigned. These case studies are designed to make you critically think about the material covered in the section/chapter. Answering them should not be difficult and should be done in about 1 – 2 well written paragraphs. Details for the case studies can only be found online in the PsychPortal as it is expected that you have added the course correctly . They are due ONE class period after they are assigned. I will NOT accept these via email or late unless pre-arranged by you and OK’d by me. 
Papers

There will be two (2) short papers due throughout the semester. The purpose of these papers is to allow you to critically examine the theories, research, and ideas presented in the class and in recent research. These papers will be short (between 2 and 3 pages) and can be on any topic covered in chapter as it relates to an outside peer reviewed journal article. Please note that it is recommended that outside journal articles not found in the journal Developmental Psychology should be given to me to be reviewed. Any paper using a journal article not reviewed by me risks receiving an F.
A sheet explaining my expectations for these papers is attached. Please read and follow them. Papers showing the same mistakes (grammatical, spelling or sentence structure) will be graded harder the second time. While this is not an English class, good writing skills are pervasive throughout your life and must be used for effective communication in all subjects. We all learn from our mistakes, and if you are unsure of why I marked something, please come see me and I will be happy to explain the markings to you.
For this course only the APA 5th or 6th edition styles will be accepted. This style is the standard for psychological research. 
Plagiarism

Plagiarism will result in a 15 point reduction the first time it occurs in the class (this includes Case Study/Homework assignments). Any additional plagiarism on assignments will receive an automatic F (0 points). This includes both intentional and unintentional plagiarism. If you feel that the claim is unfounded, please contact me and we can arrange a meeting to discuss it. See the section on academic honesty for more information regarding UNI’s plagiarism policy.
Final Exam
The final exam is cumulative and mandatory. The scheduling of the final exam day and time is out of my hands. I do know that sometimes there are scheduling conflicts (or you have an exam in a difficult class on the same day as the one scheduled for Developmental Psychology). If this is the case, please talk to me about taking the final on a different day. This courtesy does not extend to those interested in taking the final early to leave for vacation. I will check on any claim made.
Calendar

*The calendar is tentative. An online version of this calendar is posted and can be accessed via the course website (see Course Information for URL). Please check the calendar often as due dates may change with no warning. I will do my best to announce changes to the calendar in class.
Grading Policy
The following grading scale will be used in this class:

A – 91-100%

B+ – 88-90%

B – 81-87%

C+ – 78-80%

C – 71-77%

D+ - 68-70%

D – 61-67%
F - <60%

The breakdown of the grading of the course is as follows:

	Tests      (4x100):
	300 (With one test dropped)

	Final      (1x200):
	200

	Paper 1 Rough Draft :
	50

	Paper 1 Final Draft l :
	50

	Paper 2 :
	100

	Quizzes    (10x10):
	(100)

	Case Studies (10x10):
	100

	Participation*
	

	Total Possible Points:
	800 / 900


In addition to those points earned through class assignments, participation points will be awarded weekly throughout the semester. These points will count towards 10% of your final grade. These points will be awarded by the me on the basis of how well you participate in class (asking questions, involvement in discussions, bringing in outside sources). These points cannot be made up, and you cannot receive the points if you are not in class. 
 Extra Credit

Extra credit will be announced IN CLASS ONLY. The due date for these assignments will be announced in class on the day the assignment is made. These assignments will only be announced ONCE in class, therefore it is your responsibility to ask your classmates if there was extra credit assigned if you miss a day. Extra credit can and will include extra papers, worksheets, as well as the possibility of research credits. Extra credit assignments CANNOT be turned in late for any reason (including those covered by the University’s excused absence policy). Please turn in extra credit before if you know you are going to be absent the day it is due.
Most extra credit will come in the form of worksheets that will be handed out periodically during class time. These worksheets will be due the class period they are handed out (they will be completed in class).
PSPM

You can complete two (2) studies in UNI’s PSPM system for a total of 10 points (5 pts. each). Because the researcher running the study has put time and effort in setting up for the sessions they run, it is imperative that you show if you have signed up for a study. If you need to cancel for any reason, you must notify the researcher at least 24 hours in advance. Please CC me in any communication between you and the researcher. You will be penalized 5 points if you receive negative credit on the PSPM system for any reason not OK’d by the researcher and/or me.

Extra Credit Presentation

Throughout the semester, I will be showing videos made by students for other sections of Developmental Psychology. If you wish to, you may complete a presentation (5 – 10 minutes) to the class for a chapter that we are currently covering. Up to 10 extra credit points will be awarded based on instructor (50%) and class feedback (50%). See me if you are interested in this option and to receive an advance copy of the grading sheet that will be used. 
All projects/presentations must be OK’d by me first or they will not count. This can only be completed once, and it may be a group project (up to 5 members). All members must contribute and turn in a separate grading sheet.
Course & Instructor Policies
Late Papers
Late papers will be accepted only 3 calendar days after the due date. At the end of the first class period that it is due, the maximum grade automatically drops to a B. Each calendar day will drop the assignment by one letter grade. For example, if the assignment was due on a Monday, then the following Tuesday the assignment would be worth a B, Wednesday a C, and a D on the following Thursday. This policy holds for weekends as well. 

After that, the assignment will be recorded as a zero and the work will not be graded. If you know you will be absent the day that an assignment is due, please turn the assignment in early.

Electronic Submission
You can email documents to me in Word format. I will not be responsible for late or lost documents, or documents that I cannot open. If you are using this method please let me know beforehand so that I can be sure to check to make sure that I have received your paper and can open it. I will do my best to reply to the email as soon as possible to let you know that I have received it and can open the file. The best bet if you need to miss the class period the assignment is due is to hand it to me as early as possible so that you are not penalized.
Paper Reviews
Papers can be turned in early for review up to 2 class periods before the due date. I will do my best to review the paper and attempt to find any mistakes which my seriously affect your grade. It is your responsibility to make sure that the paper is returned to you. I will not guarantee a perfect paper, and mistakes made in both the rough and final drafts will be penalized more.
Test / Test Makeup
Tests will be administered during one (1) class period and must be completed during the assigned class time. Make up tests will only be given under extreme and provable circumstances.
If a test is missed, your only option to make up the test is to turn in a short (2-3 page) paper to cover the test. This paper can be turned in to replace a low test grade at the end of the semester or may be used to replace a missed test. This option can only be used once.
ACADEMIC INTEGRITY AND CONDUCT POLICY: The integrity of the academic program and degree rests on the principle that the grades awarded to students reflect only their own individual efforts and achievement. Students are required to perform the work specified by the instructor and are responsible for the content of work submitted, such as papers, reports, examinations, and other work. Violations of academic integrity include various types of plagiarism and cheating. Please see your student handbook for definitions of plagiarism and cheating, as well as the penalties for violations of academic integrity.

CLASS CANCELLATION POLICY: Class meetings can occasionally be called off due to bad weather, a college closing, or a teacher absence for illness. In any cancelled class situation, deadlines for tests, papers, projects, etc. will be postponed until the next scheduled class meeting.
NOTE: Please note that this syllabus is tentative. The instructor reserves the right to change or add policies and/or grade requirements as the semester progresses.
Course Syllabus
Zeb Gibb
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