The following document is provided to you to help explain my grading rubric for your papers. Please note that these explanations are not all encompassing, and I reserve the right of interpretation.
	Section A: Grammar/Spelling
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Spelling*
	Paper has severe spelling errors / no evidence of proofreading*
	Paper has severe spelling errors (more than 4 per page), some evidence of proofreading
	Paper has a high degree of spelling errors 
	Paper has serious spelling errors (Authors name, mistaken word)
	Paper has spelling errors (mistaken word/word choice poor)
	Paper has no / minor spelling errors (less than 1 per page)

	Grammar*
	Paper has severe grammatical errors / no evidence of proofreading*
	Paper has severe grammatical errors (more than 4 per page), some evidence of proofreading
	Paper has a high degree of grammar errors
	Paper has serious grammatical errors (Capitalization / punctuation)
	Paper has grammar errors
	Paper has no / minor grammatical errors

	Sentence Structure
	Most / all sentences do not make sense in document / are run on sentences
	Many sentences do not make sense in document / are run on sentences
	Sentences are either run on or do not relate to the paper
	Some run on / irrelevant sentences present in paper
	Sentences present multiple ideas
	No / few sentence structure errors present

	Paragraph Structure
	Paragraphs present multiple ideas (3+) w/ no support
	Paragraphs present multiple ideas with little support
	Paragraphs present multiple ideas / are long
	Some paragraphs present multiple (2-3) ideas
	Paragraph does not support main idea/presents 2 ideas
	No paragraph presents multiple ideas, ideas supported well

	Paragraph Contribution
	Multiple paragraphs present that have nothing to do with paper/article
	Paragraphs present which have little to nothing to do with paper
	2/3 paragraphs present which have only minimal relation to paper
	Some paragraph connections questionable
	Few paragraph connections questionable
	All paragraphs have a clear link to main idea of paper

	Paragraph Organization
	Paragraphs presented out of order, hard to follow presentation
	2 / 3 paragraphs out of order
	1 / 2 paragraphs out of order, but able to follow presentation
	1 paragraph out of order, interrupts flow of paper
	Paragraphs may be out of order, but flow of paper not interrupted
	Paragraphs not out of order, flow of paper logical.

	*If zero’s are received here, 10 points will be deducted from the overall paper grade. This does not include the points lost in this section.

	Total Points For Section: 10.


	Section B: Main Article
Points Received:
	Article Identification
	Main point of Article
	Main finding(s) of Article
	Article Summary: Background
	Article Summary: Understanding

	0
	Article not identified at all in text
	Main point not identified
	Main finding not identified at all
	No background presented
	Paper shows no understanding of material presented in article/no attempt to understand

	1
	Only one of the four required identified
	Main point may be identified, but incorrect
	Main finding not clear, not correct
	Extremely limited background presented
	Paper shows very little understanding of material/small attempt to understand
	

	2
	Two of the four required identified
	Main point may be identified, but not clearly stated
	Main finding not correct
	Limited background presented
	Paper shows very little understanding of material/moderate attempt at understanding

	3
	Three of the four  required identified
	Main point  identified, incorrect
	Main finding not clear
	Background presented is not clear /  not relevant
	Paper shows little understanding of material

	4
	All required information present, some incorrect
	Main point identified
	
	Background presented is not clear 
	Paper shows some understanding of problem presented

	5
	All required information identified in text
	Main point clearly identified
	Main finding correctly identified but not explained
	Some background presented
	Paper shows moderate understanding of material

	6
	N/A
	N/A
	Main finding correctly identified but not clear
	Background presented is clear but not relevant
	Paper shows moderate understanding of problem

	7
	N/A
	N/A
	Main finding correctly identified, irrelevant information present
	
	

	8
	N/A
	N/A
	Main finding correctly identified, supporting material not present
	Background given but not summarized concisely


	Paper shows understanding over most material/problem presented

	9
	N/A
	N/A
	Main finding correctly identified, some supporting material present
	
	Paper shows understanding of almost all material/some small errors present

	10
	N/A
	N/A
	Main finding clearly identified/explained no extra information
	Background clear and relevant to main problem / summarized concisely
	Paper shows complete understanding of problem/material presented by article

	Total Points for Section: 40.


	Section C: Comparison

Pts. Received
	Information on Outside Source^
	Critical Thinking Observable
	Accurate Comparison Made
	Unbiased Opinion on Article Given+

	0
	Outside source not used / Section not completed
	No information given/ Section Not completed
	No comparison made/ Section not completed
	No opinion given/Section not completed

	1
	Little to no information regarding outside source given
	Little to no signs of critical thinking present
	Little to no comparison of information present
	Extremely biased opinion presented

	2
	Little information given / Not relevant to problem
	Some signs of beginning stages of critical thought
	Some comparison present, not in depth
	

	3
	Little information given
	Signs show clear beginning stages of critical thought
	Comparison completed only on surface level
	Biased opinion presented

	4
	
	
	
	

	5
	Some information given / link to problem questionable
	Few signs of in depth critical thinking present 
	Some comparison at deeper levels attempted
	Strengths/weaknesses presented from only outside article OR primary source

	6
	Some information present
	Some signs of in depth critical thought process present
	 
	

	7
	Barely Adequate information present/Presentation not concise
	
	Comparison unsuccessfully completed at deep levels
	ONLY strengths/weaknesses presented in both outside article/primary source, no clear opinion stated

	8
	Barely Adequate Information present
	Paper shows clear beginning of in depth critical thought process
	
	

	9
	Adequate Information present/not concise and or relevant
	
	
	Strengths/Weaknesses of article/outside source not accurately weighed/clear opinion stated

	10
	Adequate information given/concise in presentation/relevant to problem
	Paper shows clear in-depth critical thinking skills
	Comparison completed at deep levels, meaning of material/implications of source weighed
	Strengths/Weaknesses of article/outside source accurately weighed against opinion/clear opinion stated

	+I am expecting some sort of opinion to be formed regarding the material presented in the article/outside source. While I am expecting an explicit statement of opinion, it should be done in a non-biased way (acknowledging strengths of the article/outside source).

^While I am not expecting the same information in text about the outside source as the primary article (authors, date of publication etc), you MUST cite.

	Total Points for Section: 30.


	Section D: Overall Impression

Pts.Received
	Article chosen was within domain of assignment
	Comparison article within domain of assignment
	Overall understanding of concept
	Critical thinking present
	Margins/Line Spacing Correct~
	Font standards followed

	0
	Article chosen has nothing to do with class
	Article chosen has nothing to do with primary source
	No understanding of material (either primary or secondary) present
	No critical thought shown in paper
	Margins/line spacing requirements not followed at all
	Font requirements not followe

	1
	Article chosen only has slight connection with class
	Article chosen only has slight connection to primary source
	Little understanding of material shown
	Little critical thought shown in paper
	Severe margins/line spacing issues in the paper
	N/A

	2
	
	
	Major parts of article/outside source not understood
	
	N/A
	N/A

	3
	Article chosen has some connection with class
	Article chosen has some connection to primary article
	
	Evidence of beginning of critical thought present in paper
	N/A
	N/A

	4
	Article chosen was appropriate but did not follow guidelines
	
	Minor parts of article/outside source not understood
	
	N/A
	N/A

	5
	Article follows class guidelines
	Article relates directly to the primary source
	Most/all of article/outside source understood
	Critical thought evidenced throughout paper
	Margin/line spacing standards followed
	Font standards followed

	~Incorrect spacing will be noted on the paper for the first rough draft. After that, 2 points will be deducted for each instance of incorrect margins/spacing.

	Total points for section: 30.


	Section E: Citation Style

Pts. Received
	Appropriate citation style used/number of citations correct*

	0
	No citation style used/ one citation per paragraph present.

	1
	No citation style used/ correct number of citations per paragraph present.

	2
	Incorrect citation style used/ one citation per paragraph.

	3
	N/A

	4
	Incorrect citation style used/ correct number of citations per paragraph.

	5
	Incorrect APA style used / one citation per paragraph

	6
	Incorrect APA style used / correct number of citations per paragraph

	7
	N/A

	8
	N/A

	9
	APA 5th Edition citation style used / one citation per paragraph.

	10
	APA 5th Edition citation style used / correct number of citations per paragraph

	*If no citations present, the paper will be given a zero (0) grade. This pertains to EACH time you use research that is not original to the paper.

	Total points for section: 10.


Fields marked N/A will not be given under any circumstances.
