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Paper Template – General Instructions


The article that I read was <title of article> by <list all authors>. It can be found in <journal title> and was published in <date>. The intro should give the critical details of the article you read, namely the authors, the article title, the journal title, and the publish date. Some people stop there for the introduction, and that is OK. Others give a brief overview of the article, and that is ok as well.


The next section should give a concise yet detailed review of the article. Important background information, main points of the article, and the main finding of the article should all be presented with no outside information. Only the information which can be found in the article should be presented here. Also, a brief discussion of the implications of the findings given by the author(s) should be incorporated near the end. This is not your personal opinion, and should be their statements on how the results should be interpreted/understood. It may also contain why the author(s) feel that the results are important to the specific psychological discipline being studied. This section should only include relevant information (if the study deals with a specific population of interest and that to understand the results of the study it is important to know the details of that population, then demographics should be given). Use your judgment – and that is basically what I am going to grade on. How well can you discern between relevant and irrelevant information. This section also develops a shared base of knowledge between you and the reader (assume that the reader has some psychological background, but has not read the same article as you have). The length of this section is entirely up to your judgment – how much information is necessary to build the knowledge base you are going to use in your next section. Only the information that you bring into this section can be used in the next – again, this establishes a shared knowledge base between you and the reader. Do no assume that they know what you are talking about. Also, remember to cite when appropriate (at a minimum, 2 times per paragraph), otherwise it is plagiarism and will be dealt with accordingly.


The second section is your chance to show that you understood the majority of the article, or to ‘talk out’ the information in such a way as to show that understanding by the end of the paper. Outside sources can be brought in, personal experiences can be used (DO NOT use identifying information – names, relationships, job titles etc. – these are not relevant to the class and my cause embarrassment for the individual), whatever helps you relate to and understand the material that was presented in the article, keeping in mind the specific psychological goal of the paper – which is to relate it back to the course. Again, do not assume that the reader knows what you know – create and then use a shared knowledge base to teach the reader the information presented in the article.

Finally, pay attention to changes made to words as you type, and also pay attention to any signals that Word gives you as far as grammar and spelling. These errors will count against your final paper, and an excessive amount makes it hard for the reader to understand the paper, and shows that the author may not fully comprehend the article being summarized or the information being presented. Do not worry about the length of the paper – if all information is presented and it only comes to 1.5 pages points will not be deducted. I have a feeling, however, that once you start you will find it difficult to incorporate all of the necessary components in anything less than 2 pages (please do not see this as a challenge). Keep the article summary brief and concise (I don’t need to know everything that the article presents – only relevant information) and this will help keep it under the 4 page limit. If you find that the paper has gone over 4 pages, again do not worry. As long as the paper is well written, you will not see any points lost due to length. If it is simply padding, you will see points deducted. Also, pay attention to the formatting of this paper. The headings are single spaced and the title centered. Feel free to use the first two sentences of this paper in your own paper, making sure to replace the appropriate place markers. Keep this sheet, the grading form, and the paper guideline sheet handed out to you to make sure that you can successfully write for this course. Good luck and have a great semester!
