Essay Questions – Test 2
Chapter 4

1. Alyssa is upset because her mom didn’t cut her half of hamburger before she put the plate in front of Alyssa but her brother’s whole hamburger is cut into two.  She also has problems identifying how much milk will fit in to two differently shaped glasses.  Her brother knows that they both have the same amount of food and knows approximately how much milk will fit into his glass, which is shaped differently than Alyssa’s.  Identify what Piagetian stage Alyssa and her brother are in.  Explain what clues were given which led to your decision.   

2. Mr. and Mrs. McDonald believe in the importance of stern discipline; they impose strict rules which they expect their children to obey without question.  They penalize misbehavior harshly, frequently with a spanking.  Mr. and Mrs. Reynolds use mild forms of punishment to enforce their rules.  They also have regular family meetings in which their children help them establish household rules and penalties for breaking them.  Mr. and Mrs. Baker do not believe in punishment, and often give into their children’s demands.  It has been several years that the family has done anything that the children disapprove of, and they often get a new toy every time they go to a store.  Identify the parenting styles of all three parents.  Chose one and describe possible advantages/disadvantages.

3.  Jake has come home with five different hair colors in the past week.  He also has an earring, which he hides from his parents.  He has started to grow out his hair, and is upset by the hypocrisy he sees in the world.  His friends have more influence over what he does, says, and how he dresses than his parents do.  Identify what period of development Jake is in, and what Piagetian and Ericksonian stages he is currently in.    Explain his behavior in terms of Erikson’s theory.

Chapter 5

1.  Describe what is meant by the terms “sensory adaptation” and “difference threshold”.  Use examples where appropriate, and note which sense, if any, does not follow the principles.
2. Mr. Meyer is covering the visual system and has shown his class several optical illusions.  He claims that the fact that these illusions work is proof that the visual system is a failure.  Use your knowledge of the visual system to support or refute this claim. 

3. Our sense of pain is one of the most important we have.  Give a model for how this sense works, how it is fooled, and how pain can be treated.

Chapter 6

1. Mandy just turned 16 and is learning how to drive.  Her parents are debating on whether or not to allow Mandy to have friends in the car with her while she is driving.  Her mother thinks it would be a bad idea, and her father thinks that it would be alright.  Use your knowledge of attention to show that either her mother or her father is correct.

2. Describe the five stages of sleep.  Be sure to identify what brain waves are present, how easily the individual in this stage is to wake up, and what phenomenon can either be observed or reported during the stage (ie. Dreams, night terrors, sleep walking etc.)

3. In the book, there were three classes of drugs talked about (stimulants, depressants, and hallucinogens).  Choose one of these classes and give examples of what drugs are classified as such, what the effects of the general class of drugs is, withdrawal symptoms (if any), and also if tolerance developes. 
